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NORTI_! BERG_EN

GRAND DAME of the thea-
ter in her native Cuba,
where she won six ‘‘best ac-
tress’” awards, Ofelia Gon-
zalez migrated to Miami and then set-
tled in North Bergen 14 years ago
with one of her two daughters and two
grandchildren.

In 1968, Repertorio Espaiol {Span-
ish Theater Repertory], a Spanish-
language repertory company, was
formed in Manhattan. Within five
years, Miss Gonzalez joined it.

Although it may violate the no-star
credo upon which repertory compa-
nies are founded, Miss Gonzalez is its
unofficially acknowledged prima
donna, having added awards in New
York City and on tour for perform-
ances that range from classical (“‘La
Celestina,” by Fernando de Rojas, a
role she compares to Mother Cour-
age, and the nurse in the Spanish ver-
sion of *“Romeo and Juliet’’) to con-
temporary (the mother in a Spanish
versionof “The Glass Menagerie’’).
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Miss Gonzalez also has performed
in musicals.

Last Friday, she opened in one of
her most acclaimed roles: the mother
in Federico Garcfa Lorca’s tragedy
“Blo;)d Wedding’* (“Bodas de San-
g].ell .

The character is the play’s focal
point. With her husband and two sons
killed and obsessed with the portent
of continuing docm, the mother strug-
gles to “‘hold on tight to save her re-
maining son,”” Miss Gonzalez said.

Of her performance in a previous
production of the play, Richard F.
Shepherd wrote in The New York
Times:

“Should Ofelia Gonzalez ever work
in English, she would be a smash with
the general public.”

Miss Gonzalez, however, does not
speak English. During an interview,
her words were translated by Gil-
berto Zaldivar, the company’s pro-
ducer and president, and Angel Li-
nares, an assistant to Mr. Zaldivar.

Asked whether the language bar-
rier was, indeed, a barrier in her life,
the actress said that she had a desire
to learn English but that her devotion
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to her art took up too much time.

Given a Spanish-speaking popula-
tion numbering ‘“‘over a million” in
the New York City-New Jersey area,
Mr. Zaldivar referred to the need to

te Hispanic arts and culture,
and for the *“‘company to serve its con-
stituency,” rather than do Spanish
plays in English, which would require
new actors and more financial sup-
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The company schedules special
performances for school groups —
about 40 a year — and has gone on
tour in this country, as well as in
Latin America, Spain and the Do-
minican Republic. It performs the

ear-round at the Gramercy Arts

eater on East 27th Street in Man-

hattan.

The repertory includes dance re-
citals, zarzuelas (romantic operet-
tas), musical collages and children’s

puppet theater.

Commenting on her career, Miss
Gonzalez, who has been diverced for
36 years, expressed her “‘disenchant-
ment with life in Cuba’’ as far back as
39 years ago, when she enrolled in an

acting academy there.

Regarding her technique, she said
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she worked from “‘intuition, not meth-
m-ll

Referring to the actress’s range,
Mr. Zaldivar, who conceded that Miss
Gonzalez formed *‘the backbone of
the company,”’ said that ‘‘she can do
everything.””
For ticket prices and performance
schedules, call (212) 889-2850. i



