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Revolutionary

Coming-of-Age
In Wisconsin

“Pinkofandia” runs a tad fong and
tnlks a little too much snd could use n
slightly sharper plot. Yet 1'm not sure’
Tow much I'd change about thisambl.
tious and often beautiful new play.

Withnscriptby An- |
dren Thome that's both
dreamlike and dramatle,
“Pinkolandin,” sct in the
enrly 1980s, tells the .
story of a family of Chil-
ean exiles that ks relo.
cated to Wisconsin. The
tale focuses on Beny, 12, and Gaby, 8,
who, like most kids, are struggling to
find a place In the world.

‘Tio Ignncio, a former revolutionary,
visits the family, filllng the girls' heads
with lore about heroism and thelr home.
land, It gives nothing away to say that
problems soon arise — coming of ngels
never easy, especially for two school-
glrls who stand out from the crowd. .

From atalking bear that nppears to
Gaby as she hides in her closet, 10 shad.
owy Nazis who haunt Beny's day-
dreams, the action {requently veers to.
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ward the fantastical, That's not always
anensy scll to audiences, but overall
the payolfs are abundant here; the ex-
citements and confusions of youth are
palpable. Two scenes in partleular —
one fn which Beny stages a classroom
protest, the other a fight between the
sisters — are superb,

Maria Helan, ns Beny, and Heather
Velnzquez, us Gaby, arc impressive.
These adult actresses Inhabit their
young characters marvelously. Annie
Henk and Carlo Albdn, as their parents,
are equally accompfishied, whife José
Antonio Mclifin and Gabriel Sloyer
round out the expert cast, dirccted by
José Zayas, Raul Abrego's set and Alex
Koch's videa projections creatively open
upthe tiny space at the Intar Theater,

“Pinkolandin” explores alot of Ideas
— the loss of innocence, politics, the
hardships of immigrants — with pas-
sfon. At Just aver twa liours, the script
can occaslonally feet ragged. A bitof
trimming could make it cleaner, of
course. But ("hcn there’s the danger that

rough magic.

“Pinkolandia® contintes through May 26
at the Intar Theater, 500 West 52nd
Street, fourth floor, Clinton; (212) 695+
6134, Intartheatre.org.
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