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Tonight at 8:00

Central Park, Great Lawn |-

Friday, June 14

Petham Bay Park, Bronx

Wednesday, June

The Green, New Haven, CT

Friday, June 21
Brookdale Park, Montcl

Tuesday, June 25
Cunningham Park, Queens

Friday, June 28

GNRA - Miller Ficld, Staten Island

11 Barbiere di Siviglia

Wednesday, June 12
Prospect Park, Brooklyn

. Saturday, June 15

19

Buccleuch Park, New Brunswick, NJ

Monday, June 17
Central Park, Great Lawn

Saturday, June 22

lair, NJ

Cooper River Park, Pennsauken, NJ

Wednesday, June 26
Brookdale Park, Montclair, NJ

Saturday, June 29

Cunningham Park, Queens

The Met in the Parks series in New York is presented in association with the New York City
Department of Cultural Affairs and the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation.

Additional major funding has been received from the Robert Waod Johnson, Jr. Charitable Trust's
Met Parks Concert Fund, The Recording Industries Music Performance Trust Funds, and PepsiCo, Inc.

Funding has also been received from the New York State Council on the Arts, The Christian A. Johnson -
Endeavor Foundation, Wyeth and The Barker Welfare Foundation.

The Met in the Parks series in New Jersey is presented in cooperation with the Camden County Board of Frecholders/
Department of Parks and the Essex County Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs,

Funding has also been received from the Elizabeth B. McGraw Foundation.

The Met in the Parks in Connecticut is presented in cooperation with the International Festival of Arts and Ideas.

The Carlos Moseley Music Pavilion was funded by the City of New York and made possible by
a generous grant from The Fan Fox and Leslic R. Samuels Foundation. .

Project Leadership in Design and Planning by Peter Wexler, Inc.; FT.L. Associates Inc.; Architecy;
and Jaffe Acoustics, Inc., Acoustical and Sound Consuliants.

Yamaba is the official piano of The Metropolitan Opera.

Free Admission. Concerts begin at 8:00 pm.

Special arrangements are available for the disabled. Call Hospital Audiences, Inc., at (212) 575-7663.
For rain dates or information, call (212) 362-6000. Visit the Met's Website: www.metopera.org

Memory
Is a Big Part
Of One-Acts

By LAWRENCE VAN GELDER

Promise I always in the alr whien
Ensemble Studio Theater, under the
artistic directlon of Curt Dempster,
holds its annual festival of one-act
plays. Even if fulfillment remains
elusive, something to savor in writ-
ing or acting usually rewards attend-
ance. So it is with Series C, the four
plays running through Sunday at En-
semble Studio Theater in Clinton as
the final installment of Marathon
2002,

Taken as a whole, the premiere
productions in this 25th annual festi-
val are an uneven evening, but there
is much to admire in Rogelio Marti-
nez's poignant memory play, ‘Union
City, New Jersey, Where Are You?,”
notable for its content, direction and
performances; and in the perform-
ances by Peter Maloney in his own
“My Father’s Funeral” and by Ali-
cia Goranson and Michael Esper in
*The Moon Bath Girl” by Graeme
Gillis.

Mr. Martinez’s “Union City,” sen-
sitively directed by Randal Myler,
whose writing and directing credits
include *It Ain't Nothin’ but the
Blues’ and “‘Love, Janis,” is brought
to memorable life through an edgy,
endearing performance by Rosie Pe-
rez. As an ailing mother of Cuban
origin, abandoned by her husband,

she is struggling to rear a son (Julien
A. Carrasquillo) in 1987 in Union
City, where the boy yearns for the
excitement of life in New York, Felix
Solis portrays both the husband, who
is focused on a new wife and a new
family in the Bronx, and the boy as
an older man who looks back on his
early life.

“The perfect
read for people
who are interested
in the Bible and
the Middle East.”"

—Jerusalem Post

“Smart and
savvy, insightful
and illuminating.”
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Alicia Goranson and Michael
Esper, above, in ““The Moon Batht
Girl” and, at left, Rosie Perez in
“Union City, New Jersey, Where:
Are You?” in Marathon 2002 of -
the Ensemble Studio Theater,

Mr. Maloney’s “My Father's Fu-
neral,” a virtual monologue that
meditates on a man, on man and dn
mortality, is delivered as a funeral
oration that sheds light on the corpse
visible in an open coffin and brings
light to the actor-son (Mr. Maloney)
who delivers it. Mr. Maloney serves

_his material well, but the material is
less than compelling.

Still it is an improvement over the
curtain raiser, Patricia Scanlon’s
“Hope Bloats,” starring the play-
wright as Peggy, just home from
treatment — but clearly not a cure -~
for a mental ailment, and Dave Si-
monds as Joe, her hopeful husband.
This awkwardly constructed play
has more to say to its star as an
exercise in acting than to its audi-
ence. o
But a good deal of electricity sur-
rounds the evening’s final premiere,
“The Moon Bath Girl,”" directed by
Eliza Beckwith and starring Ms.
Goranson as the punky young Anna,
offering her love and debatable vir-
ginity to the virginal Terry (Mr.
Esper), her former boyfriend, who is
saving himself for the unattainable
and unseen Colleen. :

Mr. Gillis’s lively play carves out a
recognizable slice of life.

MARATHON 2002 .
Serles C .
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